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Saltwater Inshore, Offshore, Blue Water fishing reports, Freshies Suggestions, and “Little Miss Judy’s 

Believe It or Not story!  Thanks for Reading! 
  

My fishing statement  
 To try to insure that fishing stays in the hearts that love it and to help the 

ones that are going too!!  
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Mike Dick’s http://www.savannahdive.com/ 
Playing and swimming with the fish!! 

 
Private Scuba Instruction  

Savannah Dive Company with Mike Dick  
 

912 210 6317 
 

 For those of you that want to experience what it’s like to be a fish go to   
http://www.savannahdive.com/ 

 



“JUST DO IT!” 
 

If you want to keep catching these ..join the Recreational Fishing Alliance NOW!! 

    Captain Kathy Brown of Miss Judy Charters is holding up a nice genuine red snapper, which was caught 
at the Savannah Snapper banks.  We do not have a genuine snapper season in the south east.  At this time 

you can only catch and release this fish!!  Please do so as carefully as possible!!  Boy, I remember the good 
old days when we could keep them.  They amazed me then and they still amaze me now!!  There is 

something about this fish that makes you smile!! 
 

Recreational Fishing Alliance 
POB 98263  

Washington, DC 20077-7581 
Call 888-JOIN-RFA or visit http://www.joinrfa.org/ 

 
I am willing to fight for my right to fish….Here’s what I like about this organization….their stated mission 
is “To safeguard the rights of Saltwater anglers, protect marine, boat, and tackle industry jobs, and ensure 

the long-term sustainability of our nation’s saltwater fisheries!”   
Please join the RFA today!  A one year membership is only $35.00!  

http://www.joinrfa.org/About_Us.htm 
  

 2012 INSHORE and OFFSHORE FISHING CLINICS  
Dates have been set 

Our newly revised inshore handout material is going to be considered “priceless!”  We are going to give 
you the best times to fish for what, when, and where for the entire year of 2012. 

 
Any inshore fisherman that is considering going offshore they need to attend my offshore class.  For more 

details scroll down … 
 



  One Inshore School   
Saturday February 4, 2012  

 
   One Offshore School  

Saturday February 11, 2012 
 

Time: 8:00AM – 2:00 PM 
Place: Tubby’s Tank House 2909 River Drive, Thunderbolt, Georgia 31404 

 
Cost: $90.00 (included one day class, breakfast, and lunch) 

Please call 912 897 4921 now for reservations 
Please sign up as soon as possible!  There is limited entry! 

Capt Judy’s email fishjudy2@aol.com 
Capt Judy’s Cell 912 429 7671 

 
For more detailed information go to 

www.missjudycharters.com OR GIVE US A CALL 912 897 4921 
 

To sign up just give us a call or email fishjudy2@aol.com and we will put you on the list.  After the first of 
the year we will contact to check the status!  Thanks and hope to hear from you soon!  Captain Judy 

 
Surf Report  
Slow to go! 

 
Still not a thing to report… However, even though it’s not the time to do this kind of fishing due to the cold 

water temperature I still suggest going and giving it  a try…I did some plain old bottom fishing in the 
sound last week.  It was slow, but it was still lots of fun!! 

  
Cold Water Red fish  

It’s that time of the year where you can find red fish in very shallow water at the low tide 
stage…and then when the tide is high I suggest looking in the grass…It’s that time of 

year where this fish will do anything to keep from being seen much less eaten by a 
dolphin! 

 
Spotted Sea Trout 

10 feet plus depth rule! 
It’s a known fact that when the water temperatures are cold meaning below 55 degrees 
movement in regards to the spotted sea trout has almost stopped.  However, when the air 
temperature is in a warming mode, even if it’s only for a few days, spotted sea trout make 
a move to eat.  Once again it’s times to be a weather warming trend watcher!!  Most trout 
caught in these cold temperatures were found in 10 feet or more depth water.   

 
Striped Bass aka Rock Fish 

Where to go, what to do, and why!!   
This is the great information, because it comes straight from those the successfully target 

and catch striped bass.   
 



 
 

Captain Matt Williams or Miss Judy Charters is holding a nice striped bass also known as 
a rock fish, which was caught in the Savannah River Area! Big fish catching time is now! 

 
Striped Bass Fishing Suggestions straight from Captain Matt Williams and Captain Judy 

Helmey 
 
During this time of the year a fisherman can catch big fish especially inshore.  Now it 
might not happen every time that you fish the Savannah River or Ogeechee River areas, 
but the fish are there.  It can be a waiting, watching, waiting, and watching kind of fish 
day.  However, you won’t believe how many new fishing spots that you can find while 
doing the waiting and watching game.   
 

The calming zone! 
The first thing about a striper is that they love to work areas where the water is the 
moving.  It seems that they prefer this situation, because they know that the baits will 
always try to “school up” behind any structure.  It’s funny, but when the current rushes 
around a piling, rock, or any sort of structure a calming zone is created.  These zones are 
created where the current is interrupted by the structure that it is passing around it.  This 
zone is created and is located right behind the structure that it just passed.  The zone 
sometimes referred to a pocket is a place that bait fish are forced into by the current and 
once inside they feel safe at least for the moment.  It’s also a feeding zone for larger fish 
such as a striped bass.   

 



 
Photo by Captain Matt Williams 

This is an old time traditional float rig, which as you can see can support a large bait as 
well as beef up terminal tackle.  Best bait for striped bass are…peanut menhaden, mullet, 
shrimp, mud minnows, and etc…best artificial baits are jigs with hair and large deep 
diving plugs…or any kinds of plugs that mimic any of the live bait list above.  Striped 
bass are will hit when triggered to bite, will hit with they hear noisse from something 
they want to eat, and will hit something that looks like it fleeing the scene.   The bottom 
line in most cases is if you are there and the fish are there if you keep working the area 
you most likely are going to get some sort of action.   
 

How to find the flow of the current  
Since I fish all of the time I have witnessed first hand what current does once it passes 
through, around, and over any sort of structure.  Since experience is not for sale let me 
offer up a few suggestions that were taught to me.  However, don’t tell anyone, because 
these are guarded secrets!! Ha Ha!! 
 
I like using, because I am serious old school, the traditional adjustable float rig.  I am not 
talking about small or mid size adjustable floats.  I like the big boys, because you can 
beef up your terminal tackle easily enough and you can see these floats for great 
distances.    
 
I suggest always anchor up current of your intended fishing spot.  Once situated, place 
your float in the water.  I am not talking about throwing your float into position.   Once 
placed in the water the current will take the float toward the structure and believe it or not 
but also around it too.  The reason being is that it gets caught in the current.  Now if you 
just kind of free spool letting the float be carried by the current the bait used will stay 
under the float not be dragged behind it.  It’s a known fact that baits floating with and not 
being drug behind the float looks more realistic.    
 



  
 

Picking an area to fish 
Bridge Supports 

The best area to fish is one that has held the attentions of the striped bass at one time of 
the other.  Some fishermen will ask, “How do you find this out on your own?”  One thing 
you can do is ask a fishing friend or you can become up close and personal with a chart.  
Striped bass like to feed around areas like bridge supports.  The supports (up rights) 
provide all sorts of calming spots aka pockets for bait fish to hide and feel safe.  So now 
you know that bridges located in the Savannah River area are most likely a good spots to 
fish for striped bass.   

 
This is a low tide picture of some structure that will be under water at high tide. All of 

these up rights are going to interrupt the current as it makes way through this area, which 
means this is a potential spot to fish.  This would part of the watching and waiting game 

when comes to finding the best spots to fish.  
 

Rocks and Docks 
The term rocks and docks is a broad one.  There are lots of rocks and docks located in the 
Savannah River (downtown areas).  However, you are not going to fish them all just the 
ones that provide what you need, which is calming zones also known as pockets.   



 
Here’s a line of rock that wrap around a point, which could offers up some back washing 
turbulence.  Watching at the low tide stage gives you an idea where to fish with the tide is 

higher.   
 

Take for instance “rocks” 
 

Straight lines of rocks like the ones that line the banks of the Savannah River most likely 
don’t hold the interests of too many striped bass.  The reason being is there is not enough 
interruption in current.  However, where you have rocks that have fallen, which break up 
the straight line there is some potential.  Rocks that go perpendicular to the banks also 
sometimes referred to jetties are get great places to fish.   
 

 Striped Bass and their desires 
Well, I think I have offered up some pretty good ideas on where to look for the old 
striped bass.  However, it wouldn’t be right if I don’t throw you a curve ball and here it 
comes…Some striped bass prefer wood over concrete or metal structure!!  If I had to 
guess it would be all about what marine grows where, why, and what eats it!!  Good luck 
and please send me pictures!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Captain Rick Reynolds’s Marsh Steps 

 
 By Captain Rick Reynolds 

Here’s an interesting bit of information  
Captain Rick Reynolds call this scenario “marsh steps!”  The level lines on the marsh 
offers up quite a bite of information.  This spot would be a popular place to fish on the 
last 2 hours of the incoming and the first 2 hours of the outgoing tide.  According to 
Captain Rick trout and reds will get up to the top of the lower level or the marsh grass to 
ambush the bait fish that wash over he first level of grass!  This is just one situation that 
pays off big time to be a marsh watcher!! 
  

Just fishing in the sound  
Isn’t suggested at this time of the year, but if the winds are howling causing rough sea 

conditions “WHY THE HECK NOT?”   

 



This is an up close and personal picture of a cold water shark’s mouth.  Now most so-
called sharks have a mouth full of sharp looking teeth.  However, the cold water shark 
does not.  It has what I call cusps, which are suitable for chomping on things before 
throwing down the old gullet.  We have two types of cold water sharks here…we have 
spiny dog fish and the smooth dog fish.  The spiny dogfish has two very distinct pencil 
size spines.  The first is located at the dorsal and the second is at the tail.  If you happen 
to catch a spiny dog fish I suggest taking it off your hook with the aid of a thick towel.  
Once you grab this fish behind the head it tends to wrap around your arm, which isn’t a 
good thing especially when it sporting spines.  The smooth dog fish has not got spines.  
However, please check before grabbing a cold water shark, because these spines are very 
sharp and strong.   

 

 
 
 
The head of a spiny dog fish is to say the least is very interesting.  Like most sharks these 
do not have any eyelids which cover the eyes from the bottom up.  Most sharks have 
eyelids that cover the eyes from the bottom up.  This way while they are eating they can 
easily prevent anything from getting in their eyes. The dogfish doesn’t have any covering 
on it eyes.  It’s my guess since they don’t have teeth they don’t thrash while tarring apart 
there intended meal. 
 

Tony Bradley and his “Lets just go fishing crew!”   
Saturday January 14, 2012 

 
When my customers arrived at around 9:00 AM Saturday morning we had sunny 
conditions, the wind was howling at over 20 knots plus, and it was colder than heck.  
Originally the plan was to go offshore to do a little Sheepshead fishing.  However, when 
Saturday morning rolled around the thoughts of going offshore were no longer in the plan. 
The reason being is sea conditions were terrible and small craft advisories had been 
posted.   When everyone disembarked from the van I gave them the bad news.  As I 
talked I offered the only thing that I could, which was a very cold boat ride to the sound 



and as far as fishing goes, “yes they could do some fishing, but most likely no catching 
would be involved!”  The reason being is normally during this time when the water 
temperatures are below 55 degrees most bites in the sound disappears.  The prefect water 
temperature and up is 65 degrees.  There is an old saying, “When it’s 65 everything is 
alive!”   
 
The wanted to be fishermen in the yard said, “let’s go even if we do not catch!’  There 
main question was “can we still go fishing?”  And I replied, “Yes it definitely would be 
called fishing for sure!”  With high hopes of catching fish in cold waters and 20 knots 
plus winds off we went to the sound to anchor up!! 
 
I do admire fishermen that just love to go fish even if the chances are that they might not 
even get a bite, which was most likely the case here.  However, I am always said, 
“Positive attitudes always seems to get better results than not.”  And this was one crew 
that fished with the right catching attitude!  It took 5 hours while moving three times to 
catch one coldwater spiny dog fish shark, one medium size whiting, and one most 
interesting looking spider crab.  Although this doesn’t sound like much in the catching 
department they still had a good time.  And when you think about it that is all it’s about 
anyway!!!  Big thanks go out to Tony Bradley and his real time fishing crew!! 
 

Artificial Reefs 
Nice Sheepshead!! 

 
It’s time to do a little Sheepshead fishing!  

 
If you want some light tackle action I suggest that you give Sheepshead fishing a try.  It’s 

definitely that time of the year and it’s considered a short boat ride to the fish.       



Savannah Snapper Banks  

 
Just plain old bottom fishing offshore  

There is one thing that I think that makes any type of saltwater fishing so interesting.  
And that’s because you really never know what you might catch when.  Plain old bottom 
fishing with cut squid or live fish can offer up all kinds of bites from flounder to snapper.  
Please always check current fishing regulations before heading offshore! 
  

Blue Water Report 
It’s winter time, but it’s still time to go! 

 
Hooked up light up Mahi Mahi 

 



This is a picture of a hooked up light up dolphin also known as a Mahi Mahi.  These are 
strong pulling fish and are known for shaking their heads back and forth while trying to 
throw the hook.  When you find a school of Mahi Mahi that are all light up like this one 
it’s almost a guarantee that these fish are ready to eat!  

 
Black Fin tuna, Mahi Mahi, Wahoo, and sailfish 

 
I have gotten several blue water reports from South Carolina and the Georgia areas.  The 
best news that I can tell you is that the bite has been very good for black fin tuna!  Along 
with the tunas have been a few hits and misses in regards to the Yahoo Wahoo. To add to 
the already pretty good action there also has been good steady dolphin bite when the 
stage is set meaning something floating has gotten this fish’s attention.   
 

Freshies Report 
   

Those fishermen that want to “GO FISH LAKE LANIER” 
Bill Vanderford is “Lake Lanier’s Legend!” 

For more about my long time friend Bill Vanderford as well as his accomplishments, his freshwater charter 
trips or wildlife tours, books written and his special line up of tackle offered, please visit his site 

http://www.fishinglanier.com/contact.html for all the details!  For more details go 
http://stores.ebay.com/Fishy-Racer http://www.youtube.com/fishyracer www.cafepress.com/grapefruitshop  

 
Little Miss Judy’s Believe It Or Not! 

Mitchell’s Store on Wilmington Island Part two 

 

  Pretend this is a stuffed rattlesnake sitting on a counter and looking straight at you…and 
if it bites you in this scenario here’s the cure…Please don’t try this cure with regular live 

rattlesnake bites! 
Rattlesnake bites and their cure Wilmington Island Style! 

 
For those of you that read last week’s story Little Miss Judy’s Believe It or Not! Titled  

World Famous Homer Collins saved the day!! 
One night at Mitchell’s bar!  You already know that Mitchell’s store was somewhat of a 

local watering hole and a place where legends could have been started! 



 
My Uncle Bobby author of “Lemon Dance” emailed me some very interesting 

information in regards to Archie’s Mitchell’s store. 

 
According to his story, Mitchell’s was a great place to visit and lots of folks would stop 
by on their way home from work.   On a counter in the store was large stuffed rattle 
snake, which Archie had killed on Wilmington Island.  Archie had it stuffed so as to 
make persons aware of the serious snake population on the Island.  He said “It might help 
people to be aware of where they stepped!”   When Uncle Bobby told me about the snake 
I could not remember for the life of me seeing that snake.  However, after I thought about 
it that snake was most likely right there, but my father never brought it to my attention. 
Since my father was deathly afraid of snakes, he might have thought that it would have 
caused me to have nightmares.  

 
At any rate Archie owner of Mitchell’s killed a snake on Wilmington Island and it was a 
big one, too.  According to Uncle Bobby it looked so real that you might jump if you 
hadn’t thought about it being there on the counter.  Uncle Bobby told me that this poor 
dead as well as stuffed rattle snake became involved in many a cover up story.  There was 
this one time that a local had stopped by for a few beers and ending up having more than 
usual.   When he finally arrived home late while being completely intoxicated his wife 
asked where the heck have you been?  Well, he said, “I was at Archie’s aka Mitchells 
having a few beers, when that snake jumped up and bit me.  Archie told me the only 
antidote for this particular snake bite was to drink at least 13 Pabst Blue Ribbon Beers.  
Since I had already drank two I went on and had 11 more as quick as I could!”    
 
And now you know a little about how life went on Wilmington Island!!! 
 
Thanks for reading!  Captain Judy 
 
  
 


